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An opt-in list can be defined as a list or database that contains email addresses of people who consented to
receive the advertiser's email messages. The messages come in various forms, such as product and web site
updates, or ezines. Opt-in lists are regarded as the most powerful marketing tool available on the world wide web,
because opt-in lists can provide marketers with direct means of communication with potential customers, and
gives a chance to promote products and services, plus building a continuing relationship with them.

Marketing through email has become the primary means of many advertisers to reach out to its customers. They
are immensely attracted by the fact that email marketing allows them to communicate with their customers
directly, with very minimal cost, compared to direct mail marketing. 

Of course, it goes without saying that the key to a successful opt-in marketing is to acquire a large subscriber
base. In setting up the list, one must first acquire a functional form processing script, which will be used to allow
subscribers to disclose their personal information through a form and which will be sent to a specified address. In
choosing the form, one must be certain that it allows the use of email templates. The templates will be necessary
since it can allow email messages to contain any information that marketers would like to share when sent to
potential customers. Then a pop email account should be created in the server for the lists. Afterwards, a
database where subscriber information will be stored should be established. After installing plug-ins and group
mail, the mailing list can now be created.  

 There are a lot of techniques available for making opt-in lists, and marketers should carefully select what works
best for them. The thing is, a marketer should provide a reason why people should subsribe to them. There are
lots of subscriptions available in the Internet, and people should be convinced that this particular subscription is
worth the bother.

1. Offer incentives Not surprisingly, one of the most effective techniques for getting the attention of users.
Incentives must be something that can be valuable to them, and should be suitable for the target market. It could
be an ebook or software download, or a discount on a product that is showcased.

2.Use popup windows Popup windows can produce desirable results if used correctly. They should, by no means,
irritate prospective customers. The key to utilizing them effectively is to join them with incentives. The popup
should contain information about the product or service, and the provided incentive.

3. Submit articles Marketers can create their own articles and have them published. Topics features should be
those that the marketer is well acquainted with, and should be related to the product or service. These articles can
be then published in ezines that are also in line with the offerings of the marketer, and make certain that the
publication contains information on how to join the opt-in list. 

4. Use alert boxes This a more effective method than popup boxes. Alert boxes are shown through script, and will
gather the name and email address of visitors. If they opted to subscribe, they click the box, and they will be
added to the database. To maximize the chances, subcription boxes can be placed at every page of a web site.

5. Offer easy options for getting out of the subscription It is necessary that options are available for subscribers if
they want to discontinue the subscription. The best process to go about it is to automate the procedure right from
the very start of the subscription. Members of the list can unsubscribe themselves easily with no hassle for the
marketer.

6. Determine the appropriate frequency of mailing the messages This will be largely dependent on the kind of
newsletter that is being distributed. There are certain kinds of messages that recipients would like to get on a daily
basis, such as jokes. Messages should be short and concise to make it easier for the subscribers to read. They
don't like to receive content that is bland and tedious, and will likely delete them without fully reading them.

7. Use text email instead of html There are a lot of people who cannot read email done in html. Worse, some
people cannot reply to html messages. Marketers must make sure that their emails are in proper format,
something that is readable to recipients.



8. Guestbooks The process is simple: personal invitations to join the lists will be given to people who register in
guestbooks provided by sites. Add incentives to the invitation to entice them further. 

The worth of a well-developed opt-in list will be never be emphasised enough. Marketers must never refuse an
oportunity to encourage business contacts to sign up for the mailing lists. Web site visitors can be increased
dramatically by employing the steps described above, and will surely bring results that will satisfy any
discriminating marketer.
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